
 

 

SEA – EU ‐ NET II  

Fellowship grants (2013‐2016) – “Antimicrobial Resistance 

Surveillance Master Class” 

Guidelines for application 

 

I. CONTEXT OF THE CALL AND THE SEA‐EU NET PROJECT 
 
This call is financed by the European Commission under the 7th Framework Programme project: SEA-
EU-NET 2 “EU-ASEAN S&T cooperation to jointly tackle societal challenges” (2012-2016) 
(https://www.sea-eu.net).  

SEA-EU-NET 2 builds upon and leverages strong Europe-Southeast Asia S&T relationships 
developed through past support and coordination actions, to deepen engagement and build 
momentum in S&T cooperation. It broadens the scope of Europe-Southeast Asia cooperation through 
stimulating sustainable innovation collaborations. To ensure maximum value, SEA-EU-NET 2 focuses 
its actions on three societal challenges: Health, Food security and safety, and Water management. 
This is where the greatest opportunities can be leveraged from joint Europe-Southeast Asia research.  

SEA-EU-NET 2 serves as a platform for all stakeholders across governments, funders, practitioners, 
and the private sector, to ensure a complete and integrated approach in developing sustainable 
science, technology and innovation collaboration to jointly tackle societal challenges. The 
consortium’s composition and responsibilities are balanced between European and Southeast Asian 
partners to ensure equal input and direction from both regions in all areas. 

By matching common interests and strengths in S&T and expanding networks, SEA-EU-NET 2 is 
expected to have lasting impact on: 

1. A structured and substantiated policy dialogue between ASEAN and EU; 
2. The promotion of the European Research Area (ERA) in Southeast Asia and increased 

participation of SEA researchers in EU funding schemes; 
3. The role of the EU as a major partner in research cooperation and innovation in the partner 

region by jointly tackling societal challenges; 
4. The establishment of effective dissemination tools; and 
5. The development of new funding schemes in research and academic mobility, to broaden the 

basis for sustainable collaboration for mutual benefit. 

II. SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES OF  THIS  CALL WITHIN  SEA‐EU‐NET  2  FOR  
2014/2015 
 

Health is one of the key areas where the EU and Southeast Asia have complementary interests. With 
the burden on health systems by non communicable diseases and infectious disease serving as a 
leading cause of death, health challenges in Southeast Asia are beginning to resemble those of the 
EU. SEA-EU-NET 2 is tasked to support and stimulate partnerships in Health research with ASEAN 
countries. 



 

SEA-EU-NET 2 will concentrate its efforts on targeted scientific priorities identified through the 
analysis on the state of play in EU-SEA cooperation in science and technology. In the report, 
antimicrobial resistance has been featured as one of five key areas of bi-regional priorities.  
 
Being home to more than 600 million people, with a larger population than North America or the 
European Union, the emergence of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) in Southeast Asia is a rising 
concern. The uncontrolled prescription of antibiotics, black market of counterfeit medicines, and 
unregulated use in agriculture are several of the various local conditions which contribute to the 
development of AMR in this region. Statistics by WHO Southeast Asia Region (SEARO) has revealed 
that this topic is often neglected, but increasing in importance.  
 
The WHO in their report, “Antimicrobial resistance: global report on surveillance 2014” highlighted that 
“AMR surveillance is neither coordinated nor harmonised and there are many gaps in information on 
bacteria of major public health importance”. Moreover, amongst the five steps highlighted by the 
“Review on Antimicrobial Resistance” commissioned by the UK, it was proposed to improve global 
surveillance systems, which includes data collection at a local, national and international level.  
 
With increased trade and climate change, health risks have become global and are a crucial issue in 
Southeast Asia due to the high urbanisation rate and dramatic expansion of livestock production. 
Multi-sectoral cooperation and strong partnerships between Europe and Southeast Asia will contribute 
to preventing, detecting, containing, eliminating, and responding to animal and public health risks 
attributable to the rise of antimicrobial resistance through a One Health approach.  
 

II.1  Scope of this call (2016) 

II.1.1 Scope 

SEA EU NET 2 is launching a call for candidates to emphasise high-level scientific exchanges 
between Europe and Southeast Asia on the scope identified. This call is directed at young European 
and Southeast Asian doctoral and/or postdoctoral candidates, who intend to carry on research 
careers in the scope of EU/SEA technical and scientific collaboration.  
 
This programme is based on a selective call for candidates. 
 
This call for fellowships will focus on the theme of One Health Surveillance in AMR as 
interdisciplinary collaborations and communications in all aspects of health care for humans, 
animals and the environment is increasingly important for a comprehensive surveillance 
programme. Therefore, each discipline linked to the Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance is 
eligible, such as Veterinary medicine, Public Health, Ecology, Economics, Sociology, 
Geography, Modeling Sciences, Biostatistics, etc. 
 
II.1.2 Duration and planning of the mobility 

This AMR Surveillance Master Class is a professional exchange and networking programme for 
young researchers in the various disciplines surrounding the topic. The programme will be conducted 
in two phases, and fellows are required to attend both phases: 

 Europe leg (7 days, Jun – Aug 2016): 
Led by Prof Nicola J Williams, University of Liverpool  

a. Networking with regional stakeholders and discussion on current topics in AMR 
surveillance; 

b. Field trip to Centre of Excellence, and cutting edge research themes;  
c. Understanding the context of health research strategies and policies; 
d. Training on applying for research funding;  



 

e. Longitude Prize and Horizon Prize workshop on innovative methods in diagnostics 
design; 

 Southeast Asia leg (7 days, Jul – Aug 2016):   
Led by Assoc Prof Parntep Ratanakorn and Assoc Prof Walasinee Moonarmart, Mahidol 
University, and Dr Rungtip Chuanchuen, Chulalongkorn University 

a. Practical training on European surveillance standards and monitoring (Crocodile Farm 
and/or Small Animal Hospitals);  

b. Discussions on regional themes for AMR surveillance;  
c. Networking with regional stakeholders and current established projects; 

As the AMR surveillance Master Class is organised to facilitate wider research collaboration between 
the EU and SEA, priority will be given to PhD students and postdoctoral candidates. The AMR Master 
Class will put together a mix of students in terms of curriculum (postdoctoral and/or PhD in Human 
Health and/or Animal Health) and of nationality (open to students from all European and Southeast 
Asian countries). Please note that participation will be limited to 12 students (6 from Europe and 
6 from Southeast Asia, i.e., 3 from each discipline per region) 

The AMR Master Class will be organised and structured around contributions of eminent scientists 
(from CIRAD, University of Liverpool, University of Oxford, UK Review on AMR, WHO, USAID, 
Chulalongkorn University, Mahidol University, NSTDA), work on case studies, laboratory visits, 
possible participation in a conference, presentation and discussion of new methodologies, tools and 
concepts in the epidemiology and risk management of infectious diseases, meetings and discussion 
with local university students.  
 
The date of the event will be specified by 10 March 2016 and may be adjusted to allow the 
combination with a scientific event (i.e., conference/workshop).  
 

II.2  Eligibility requirements and Selection process  

Applicants will be shortlisted on the basis of their applications. In order to identify grant recipients, the 
selection committee will consider: 

 The candidate’s skills and merit as indicated by his/her academic record and professional 
background;  

 The strong and firm interest of the candidate in pursuing studies in regard to his/her previous 
studies and professional project;  

 The candidate’s potential for high capacity in collaboration between the EU and SEA; 
 The quality of his/her studies project; 
 The level of proficiency in English and its adequacy in relation to the suggested curriculum 

(minimum CEFR level B2, equivalent to IELTS/IELTS– 5.5 overall, and in each of the four 
skills). Candidates who can demonstrate full-time education in the medium of the English 
language in their tertiary studies are exempted ;  

 

II.3   Scholarship terms  

II. 3.1 Conditions and important information regarding the fellowship: 

 Candidate should be less than 35 years old on 1 September  2016; 
 PhD and postdoctoral candidates preferred, although masters candidates with high potential 

will be considered; 
 In case of study break or ending, the fellowship will automatically be cancelled; 
 The fellowship includes 

o Accommodation during the 7 days in UK, and 7 days in Thailand; 
o Travel fees (plane ticket/ railway tickets/local transport); 



 

o Event costs; 
o Visa costs (candidate to apply at relevant embassies and will be reimbursed); 

II.3.2. Commitments of the grant holder 

The fellowship recipient commits him/herself to: 

 Respect the studies project he/she has been selected for;  
 Deliver a brief report to the coordinator of the SEA-EU-NET 2 project and the host institution 

at the end of the stay. 
 Attend the intensive Master Class full-time in the 2 countries (candidates unable to complete 

either phase of the Master Class will not be considered); 
 Before departure to the stated countries (i.e., UK and Thailand):  

o Be in possession of the official attestation of fellowship;  
o Prepare all necessary travel documents, including at least 6 months validity on the 

passport  
 

II.4   Selection schedule  
 

 Deadline for submission:  15 March 2016 
 Interview will be possible of the shortlisted candidates: March - April 2016 
 Publication of the final list of recipients: 15 April 2016 
 Departure to UK: June - August 2016 (exact dates to be announced) 
 Departure to Thailand: 31 July - 6 August 2016 

 

II.5  Publication of the results 

Fellowship recipients will be contacted individually. Applicants not informed on the 15 April 2016 have 
not been selected.  

II.6  Application file  

The scholarship application file to be submitted must include: 

 An up-to-date curriculum vitae (CV) stating the entire academic curriculum; 
 A cover letter explaining the planned/current PhD or postdoctoral project, motivations, 

interests in One Health surveillance of AMR and in EU/SEA collaboration; 
 Letter of support/recommendation by the Director of postgraduate studies or equivalent; 
 A copy of passport/ID;  
 Copies of academic diploma (bachelor, masters). 

 

III. WHERE TO SEND THE APPLICATION? 
 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE SENT BEFORE 15 MARCH 2016 BY EMAIL TO: 

kongcheng.liew@fco.gov.uk; cc: SEAsiaSI@fco.gov.uk 

For more details, please contact:  

KC Liew, Science & Innovation Officer 
Address:   British High Commission Singapore 

100 Tanglin Rd, 247919, Singapore 



 

Email:     kongcheng.liew@fco.gov.uk; cc: SEAsiaSI@fco.gov.uk  
Tel:     +65 64244387 


